 “ The Conquest of JERICHO ” 
Many Allege that the Seven Day Encirclements Around Ancient Jericho 

Occurred During the Seven Days of Unleavened Bread.   Others Disagree!   

Does the Biblical Narrative Allow Such a Possibility? 
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It has been posed by Biblical scholars, that Israel’s seven days marches around the ancient Jericho co-incided with the seven days of Unleavened Bread.  Bible Commentaries make mention of this proba-bility, as does the first century historian: Josephus.  
The scriptural narrative seems to suggest the same, but without making a specific statement to that effect, though the narrative is certainly clear as to its being in the near proximity to that time-frame, as the Passover is clearly shown to have been kept just before.

Some in the Church of God hold that these seven days do coincide, that the first six days march, with one encirclement each day, and the seventh day, with their marching around seven times, were each on the corresponding seven days of Unleavened Bread: the first day and the last day being Annual Holydays: the fifteenth and twenty-first of the month of Abib.

They Couldn’t March?
Some, however, discount this possibility, on account of evidence found there in the narrative.  The primary objection given is the obvious situation resulting from the major event shown to have been conducted on and after the tenth, just after their having crossed over into the Promised Land.  Besides crossing the Jordan River on the tenth day of the first month, the children of Israel were also involved in selecting out their Paschal Lambs, and, most significantly, were circumcised there in the environs of Jericho, (Gilgal), and, as a result, would have needed to convalesce for the next several days.
  This condition then, is seen as being prohibitive of any military march until well after the fifteenth, when the conquest encirclements were to have begun. 
Initially, there’s a certain amount of logic to this position, until we take into account other important details in the narrative, particularly in Jos. 5 & 6.

Born in the Wilderness

First, it is stated why this was necessary.  Those born after having left Egypt had not been circum-cised.  It had not been practiced during the forty-years wanderings, and, as a result, those forty years old and younger had to become circumcised, in order to acceptably observe the Passover, four days hence.  After this was done, they remained in camp until they were healed.  (Joshua 5:8)   This would have involved several days time.  
What we need to remember is that those men, forty years of age and older, who would’ve been in the under-twenty years age group at the beginning of the Exodus, would have been circumcised back in Egypt and would not need to be here.  These would be the forty to sixty years segment of the popula-tion by now at the end of the forty years of Exodus wanderings.  This is not an insignificant detail.  
So, we have a number of older men of military capability, who were not circumcised in Gilgal, and thus would not have the same immobilizing impediment as their younger contemporaries.

How many men did that involve?  We should know, as that information is clearly provided to us.

The Israelite population, upon entering the land, is given in Numbers 26:51 & 62 as being 601,730.  These were all the males twenty years of age and older.  (Not including the tribe of Levi, which included 23,000 males of all ages, the under twenties included.)  From this figure, can we determine with reasonable accuracy how many were circumcised and how many were not?
Another census was taken back when Israel had first left Egypt.  That is found in Numbers 1:46.  There it gives a corresponding number of males over the age of twenty years as being 603,550.  (Again, excluding the tribe of Levi.)  The latter figure shows a population LOSS of some 3 % over the forty years.  What this tells us is that population remained relatively constant during the years wandering.  The birth rate closely matched the death rate!  (Some 600 a week, including both men and women!  See my article on ‘The Passover of the Exodus.’) Now, when that happens, when the birth rate matches the death rate, a population over time experiences something with the age spread not found in a normal (growing) population.  When this situation exists, the number of people in each age group tends to level out.  Thus, any age group we might want to identify would be more or less numerically equal to any other age group within that population.
So, we can approximate with some certainty how many were born in Egypt and how many were born since.  Any age we might want to identify (the maximum age being about sixty), should be about one-sixtieth of the total population.  (Slightly less than one-sixtieth for those in the older segment, and slightly more for the youngest, but about one-sixtieth on average.)  Each year of age, on average, would be about equal size.  This has to be in any numerically stagnant population, especially the more time passes.
So, how many were ‘over forty’ having been born and circumcised in Egypt?  How many were too young to have been born in Egypt?

We can know those numbers, thanks to the Book of Numbers.

It gives us a count of 601,730 men twenty and over.  Those twenty and over would represent about two-thirds of the total number, thus an additional 300,865 being under twenty years old.  Add to that the 23,000 of the tribe of Levi, of all ages, it makes a total of 925,595 men, including boys.  Of these, those forty and older would comprise something under one-third of the total, thus there’d be some 300,000 men born in Egypt and already circumcised.  These would be available to march upon Jericho without their recent ‘surgery’ being a factor!

It would also be relevant to consider what force would be needed to march around Jericho.

The Walls of Jericho
According to Halley’s Bible Handbook, Jericho’s walls enclosed some seven acres. 
 An aerial photo of ancient Jericho’s mound site, (tell es-Sultan) shows a mound roughly twice as long as it is wide.  Using known objects in the photo to estimate the cross dimension, Jericho’s walls appear to have been about 400 feet wide and 800 feet long.  A city wall 400 feet by 800 feet would enclose 320,000 square feet, divided by 43,560 square feet in an acre, it would be 7.33 acres. This answer suggests we have a reasonably good estimate of Jericho’s physical dimensions.
Now, if the Israelites kept 300 feet out from the walls, in order to be out of range of arrows, we would add 600 feet to both the length and width to determine the march circumference.  It’d be 1000 feet on the two short sides and 1400 feet on each of the long sides.  A total circumference of 4800 feet.

Allowing a four foot file interval for each marching soldier, one single file would involve 1200 men to completely encompass the city.  If more than that, the head of the column would begin to overlap the end. This wouldn’t be so much a problem until the seventh day when they marched around seven times.  If the column length was more than 4800 feet, the marchers would overlap and intermingle themselves, when making repeat encirclements. 
If they marched twelve abreast, it would require 14,400 men.  If twenty abreast, 24,000.  This figure would represent only 5% or 8% respectively of the 300,000 men over forty identified above. (Remem-ber, Israel destroyed Midian with a force of only 12,000 men.  (Num. 31:1-5)   They first went against Ai with only 3,000. (Jos. 7:4))   In fact, the total force available under arms seems to have been about 40,000, according to Joshua 4:13.  Allowing two-thirds of them to be in the under-forty age bracket, that’d leave 26,600 over forty.  Easily a sufficient number for the march around Jericho!
Where the numbers of marchers would be most limited would be the Last Day, when they marched around seven times.  If the column was longer than the march circumference, the head of the column coming around would overlap itself upon the end, creating a jam of confusion and disarray.  
In any event, the number of armed men available to march was well in excess of the number needed.

So, as we can see, the convalescent needs of the younger majority did not rule out or impede in any way the encirclement marches around Jericho beginning on the fifteenth: the first day of their active response to the fulfillment of the Promise to Abraham, with respect to their taking possession of the land.  Incidentally, this began on the day portion of the anniversary date of that Promise having been sworn by an Oath by God!  (Heb. 6:13-18 & Gen. 15:1-18 & Ex. 12:42)
If Jericho, in siege condition, with all local area residents drawn-in, and allowing 10 square feet per person, it would have accommodated some 32,000 people.  Israel sent out 3,000 armed men to take Ai, a city of some 12,000.  (Jos.7:4 & 8:25)   Thus a force of as few as 14,000 to 15,000 men being sent to take Jericho is well within the bounds of reason.

So, we can conclude from this that the matter of Israel’s wilderness-born being circumcised on the tenth day of the first month, after crossing the 
Jordan River, does not preclude Jericho encircle-ment marches having begun on the fifteenth.  

Was it Later?
An alternate scenario alluded to earlier, suggests Israel remained in the vicinity for the next several months, and that the conquest happened in the Feast of Tabernacles time-frame, not during the Days of Unleavened Bread.  This creates problems with the logistical dynamics of supporting two to three million people.   

The extreme population of Jericho, based on the area within the walls, is estimated as being 32,000.  If we inflate that to 50,000 and assume Jericho had 
planted FIVE TIMES their needs, then there’d be enough grain to support 250,000 people for a year. That would be only one-tenth of Israel’s needs.  All of Jericho’s grains would be consumed in five or six weeks!  (Presuming the armed men from the east of Jordan 
 areas took back grain for their peoples.)  If Jericho’s yield wasn’t five times their needs, then the situation would soon have become dire!   Israel would have to move on to another area not long after.  
What this also illustrates is the fact that Israel had to begin planting another crop just after the first crop was harvested, as there wasn’t enough there to sustain them for the entire year.  
This should put a little perspective into the picture as to what happened at Jericho, and when, in the year of entrance.  There were sufficient numbers of older men to provide the military force needed in the conquest of Jericho.                                        Ω 
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